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Treasury Department, 

Office of the Director of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 

January 13, 1880 


Sir: 


In answer to your letter of the 10th instant, relative to the requisition for stationery and 
blanks made by you in December ultimo, I have to say — The blank forms have been delayed for 
the reason that there is a desire on the part of the Department to secure a uniformity as far as 
possible in the several forms used at the Mints and Assay Offices. To this end I have called for 
samples from each of these institutions and as soon as they can be classified and scheduled, they 
will be ready for the Public Printer with regard to the “1 Gross assorted Congress tie envelopes” 
— these are not kept by the Department, and unless some special reason is assigned for the 
necessity of their use, the Department declines to furnish them. The chief of the Stationery 
division exercises some discretionary power in filling requisitions for stationery, and the items “2 
doz. plain inkstands with large covers”, and “1 doz. boxwood rulers 18 in. long” were not sent 
because he deemed it an excessive requisition for a supply of six months. 


I am Sir, very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


